MY   REGIMENTAL   LIFE                   155

In the officers' mess the differences in rank that were strictly
observed on duty disappeared entirely. From lieutenant to
staff-officer all mixed freely and happily with one another.
Friday was the evening on which the married officers of the
regiment had to appear, and the strict Colonel was able to
surround himself with Ms officers in order to see for himself
this progress in social and intellectual intercourse. I habitually
sat at table with comrades of my own rank, and was sorry to
leave the " Middle Table " at which the gay lieutenants sat,
when I had to join the senior officers. Both as captain and
staff officer 1 now and again paid a visit to the " Middle
Table " so long as my own generation still sat there.

I shall never forget those joyful years, full of work and
camaraderie, in the First Regiment of Foot Guards. Here 1
learnt what old Prussian traditions and old Prussian comrade-
ship meant. We lived in the traditions of Frederick William I
and Frederick the Great, and were filled with pride, as soldiers
of His Majesty, when he called us " My " First Regiment
of Foot Guards. " Semper talis " is inscribed on the peaks of
the Grenadier caps of the ct Tall Fellows " ; c< semper talis "
we were, and " semper talis " remains the spirit of the regiment,
the bond between it and myself even to-day. For my silver
wedding and my jubilee as many of my Grenadiers appeared
as were still alive, ready for Inspection before the New Palace ;
some had even come over from America. Great was the joy
as we once again stood face to face, and could remember together
the fine old times. My aide-de-camp Baron von Berg, alas!
prematurely deceased, wrote an intimate little brochure about
my time as Company Commander which was given to each
individual.

After the Imperial manoeuvres in Holstein I reported myself
to Colonel von Krosigk for duty with the Hussar-Guards
Regiment, and was appointed to the Fourth Squadron which
Captain Baron Geyr von Schweppenburg commanded. I
received a riding class to instruct (2. class A.) and took part
in the officers' riding lessons. Under the brilliant direction of
Colonel von Krosigk, who was a master of cavalry training, I
learnt the rudiments of riding, and, for a person who had